Psalm and Readings Wednesday 12th May 2021

Psalm 132

O Lord, remember in David’s favour
all the hardships he endured;
how he swore to the Lord
and vowed to the Mighty One of Jacob,
‘I will not enter my house
or get into my bed,;
| will not give sleep to my eyes
or slumber to my eyelids,
until | find a place for the Lord,
a dwelling-place for the Mighty One of Jacob.’
We heard of it in Ephrathah;
we found it in the fields of Jaar.
‘Let us go to his dwelling-place;
let us worship at his footstool.’
Rise up, O Lord, and go to your resting-place,
you and the ark of your might.
Let your priests be clothed with righteousness,
and let your faithful shout for joy.
For your servant David’s sake
do not turn away the face of your anointed
one.
The Lord swore to David a sure oath
from which he will not turn back:
‘One of the sons of your body
| will set on your throne.
If your sons keep my covenant
and my decrees that | shall teach them,
their sons also, for evermore,
shall sit on your throne.’
For the Lord has chosen Zion;
he has desired it for his habitation:
‘This is my resting-place for ever;
here | will reside, for | have desired it.
| will abundantly bless its provisions;
| will satisfy its poor with bread.
Its priests | will clothe with salvation,
and its faithful will shout for joy.
There | will cause a horn to sprout up for David;
| have prepared a lamp for my anointed one.
His enemies | will clothe with disgrace,
but on him, his crown will gleam.’

Deuteronomy 28: 58-end

If you do not diligently observe all the words of
this law that are written in this book, fearing this
glorious and awesome name, the Lord your

God, then the Lord will overwhelm both you and
your offspring with severe and lasting afflictions
and grievous and lasting maladies. He will bring
back upon you all the diseases of Egypt, of which
you were in dread, and they shall cling to

you. Every other malady and affliction, even
though not recorded in the book of this law,

the Lord will inflict on you until you are
destroyed. Although once you were as numerous
as the stars in heaven, you shall be left few in
number, because you did not obey the Lord your
God. And just as the Lord took delight in making
you prosperous and numerous, so the Lord will
take delight in bringing you to ruin and
destruction; you shall be plucked off the land that
you are entering to possess. The Lord will scatter
you among all peoples, from one end of the earth
to the other; and there you shall serve other
gods, of wood and stone, which neither you nor
your ancestors have known. Among those nations
you shall find no ease, no resting-place for the
sole of your foot. There the Lord will give you a
trembling heart, failing eyes, and a languishing
spirit. Your life shall hang in doubt before you;
night and day you shall be in dread, with no
assurance of your life. In the morning you shall
say, ‘If only it were evening!’ and at evening you
shall say, ‘If only it were morning!'—because of
the dread that your heart shall feel and the sights
that your eyes shall see. The Lord will bring you
back in ships to Egypt, by a route that | promised
you would never see again; and there you shall
offer yourselves for sale to your enemies as male
and female slaves, but there will be no buyer.

1 Peter 5

Now as an elder myself and a witness of the
sufferings of Christ, as well as one who shares in
the glory to be revealed, | exhort the elders



among you to tend the flock of God that is in your
charge, exercising the oversight, not under
compulsion but willingly, as God would have you
do it—not for sordid gain but eagerly. Do not lord
it over those in your charge, but be examples to
the flock. And when the chief shepherd appears,
you will win the crown of glory that never fades
away. In the same way, you who are younger
must accept the authority of the elders. And all of
you must clothe yourselves with humility in your
dealings with one another, for
‘God opposes the proud,

but gives grace to the humble.’
Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty
hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due
time. Cast all your anxiety on him, because he
cares for you. Discipline yourselves; keep
alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil
prowls around, looking for someone to
devour. Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you
know that your brothers and sisters throughout
the world are undergoing the same kinds of
suffering. And after you have suffered for a little
while, the God of all grace, who has called you to
his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore,
support, strengthen, and establish you. To him be
the power for ever and ever. Amen.
Through Silvanus, whom | consider a faithful
brother, | have written this short letter to
encourage you, and to testify that this is the true
grace of God. Stand fast in it. Your sister church in
Babylon, chosen together with you, sends you
greetings; and so does my son Mark. Greet one
another with a kiss of love.
Peace to all of you who are in Christ.



